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Practice News

Welcome to Autumn 2008 at Goolwa Veterinary Services. We trust the
Summer was a relaxing and peaceful time for you and your pets.

We would like to give a big welcome to Dr. Fiona Spurling who will be

Schedule of Events 2 working with us on Mondays at Goolwa for those clients who would prefer
a bit of the feminine touch.
Kittens Arrived January ‘08 2 . L. . L.
Vet Nurse Tarlee Wallace will also be joining us from our Victor Clinic on
Loss of a Loved One 3 TueSday;S'
Congratulations to Chris and Christine’s on the birth of (No. 4 child)
o/hat Every Cat Should 3 Matthys Moolman-born December, 2007.
Car Sickness in Dogs 4 Trudi has been doing an excellent job with our puppy preschoolers and has
loads of helpful hints on how to look after your canine friend. Debbie is
GVS News! 5  working here every second Saturday morning from 9am-12pm. You can
catch her then.
Dog Facts 6
All the Best for the following three months. See

you next time,

Chris, Fiona, Trudi, Jacqui,Tarlee and Debbie.

C.C.HasaNew Home

If you didn’t get to meet C.C., she was our ginger and white clinic cat. C.C.
was brought into the clinic as a "wild feral cat for euthanasia". She was nei-
ther wild nor feral. She was approximately one year old and quite small.
Chris' predecessor, Michael Spanner, decided to desex C.C. and make her
our clinic cat, to replace our elderly Siamese clinic cat who had died. C.C.
is now about seven or eight years old. She adores Liver Treats and we of-
ten caught her using Chris' chair as a scratching post. C.C. was very lucky
to have been brought into the Goolwa Veterinary clinic. We have enjoyed
C.C.’s company over the years and do miss her, but she is now an ex-
tremely spoilt cat and is living with the Hall family.
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Schedule of

Puppy Head-Start Program

8-14 weeks is a very critical stage in a puppies life. It is important for puppies to be exposed to
many varied experiences as this will set them up for later life. What they learn now at a young
age will stay with them. Puppy Classes aim to provide some of these experiences in a safe and
controlled environment. Come and join Trudi for some puppy socialisation, learn some basic
commands, handling, life experiences and some fun for you and your new friend in this 4 week
training program. Classes are held on Fridays 3:45pm—4:45pm. Booking essential;.

Trudi also runs Basic & Intermediate Companion Dog Training at the Port Elliot Showgrounds.
New Classes beginning each school term and run for 7 weeks.

Kittens Due New Years Eve 2007...

Do you remember Annie? Annie is my (Jacqui) Blue Tortie Point Persian Cat. Pictured below

are two of her kittens born in 2006. Annie had three new kittens (Tiger Lilly on front page) a
little later than expected on the 4th January,
2008.

Over the last three months | have watched
these little guys turn into the cutest and most
curious cats alive.

To have a look at their baby photos, visit my
website:
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Loss of a Loved One

| have never
liked goodbyes.
4Mum owned a
little Long
Haired Chihua-
hua named “Koolah” . That
was the name of the prop-
erty where she was born.
| never really had much time
for Koolah nor did she pay
much attention to me.
Strangely though, not long
before Koolah’s death, |
picked her up and gave her a

long cuddle, thinking to my-
self at least I've given her
one really big cuddle in her
lifetime.

It wasn’t too long after that,
Koolah died. We suspected
it to be from a Brown Snake
bite. Mum had already bur-
ied her in the garden before
| got to say goodbye.

| am extremely grateful now
for that one cuddle I gave
her. That was my chance!
Most of us know what it is

What Every Cat Should know...

*Screaming at the can of food will not make it open itself.

*Do not assume the patio door is open when you race outside to

chase leaves.

*If you put a live mouse in your food bowl, do not expect it to stay

there until you get hungry.

*If you bite the cactus, it will bite back.

*The goldfish likes living in water and must be allowed to remain in

its bowl.

*You cannot leap through close windows to catch birds outside.
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like to loose a pet. Saying
goodbye in some shape or
form really does help. It
may mean planting a tree or
sprinkling ashes over the sea,
but whatever it is, it helps us
to let go and brings us clo-
sure.

I've now learnt to give my
pets many more long
cuddles and to really

appreciate every day | have
with them.

*The guinea pig likes to sleep once in a while. Do not watch him constantly.

*No matter how dangly and attractive they are, your human’s earrings are not cat toys.

*The canned cat food is already dead. You do not need to kill it by swatting bits of it all over

the floor.

*If you play ‘dead cat on the stairs’ while people are trying to bring in the groceries or laundry,
one of these days it will really come true.



The majority of dogs love to
go on car rides, but there
are some who are very
afraid and still others who
experience motion sickness.
Socialization is the key with
fear of riding in the car. You
can tell the difference be-
tween those who are mo-
tion sick and those who are
afraid, because the fright-
ened ones will begin to ap-
pear anxious before the car
even starts to move. Pant-
ing, salivation, refusal to get
in, scratching at the door
and other symptoms can
alert you that it’s a socializa-
tion problem.

A
& »- Dog Car Problems or Sickness

Begin by working with your
dog on basic obedience
commands, especially the
“sit” and “down”. You can
also teach your dog the
“settle” command which can
be useful for this problem.
Then you'll be able to use
the commands to help your
dog to feel more comfort-
able during the car training
exercises. Next, you'll need
to use lots of patience. For
some dogs its can take one
day of practice, others may
require weeks. With your
car doors open (use the
back seat if possible), prac-
tice simply taking your dog
in one door and out the
other. Praise lavishly
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when it's accomplished. Or
alternatively, you put a blan-
ket on the back seat and
feed your dog in the car.
The car then becomes a
very rewarding place to be.

Once your dogs is doing this
with no problem, work on
getting into the car and just
sitting there together for a
minute or two. If your dog
is acting afraid, be sure not
to pet him as this is actually
reinforcing the fearfulness
and rather than feeling
soothed, your pet will feel as
if you're praising him for be-
ing anxious. Instead, ignore
this behaviour, and use an
obedience command such as
“sit” or “down”, followed by
praise.

Once your dog is sitting in
the car with no problem,
gradually increase the exer-
cised so you're shutting the
doors, then turning the car
on but not moving, then
driving only one block, etc.
Use lots of praise when your
dog is trying, and remember,
don't inadvertently reinforce
fears.

Another tip is to make sure
you bring your dog to “fun”
places sometimes, so he
doesn’t think he’s always go-
ing to the vet or groomer

when he goes in the car.
Some suggestions include
the beach, to drop the kids
off at school, the park or
even a trip to your vet or
groomer...but not to have
anything done...just to get
petted and have a treat.

If your dog’s problem seems
to be motion sickness rather
than fear, you should still do
the above exercises, and also
be sure not to feed or water
your dog for two hours be-
fore your trip. Having your
dog sit on the floor of the
car rather than up on the
seat can sometimes help or
in a crate with something
draped over it so they can
not see out and be sure to
keep a window open for a
little for fresh air. If you
have a very long road trip
planned, and you've already
done the training exercises,
you may want to speak with
your veterinarian about
whether medication would
be appropriate.

Trudi is available to discuss
any problems on Wednes-
day, Thursday, Friday &
every 2nd Saturday at the
Goolwa Veterinary Centre,
19 Oliver Street

Goolwa, S.A.

5214
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Don’'t Forget ~ We are Now Online!

www.victorand goolwavets.com.au

For appointments ~ Ordering of Products ~ Enquiries ~ Feedback ~ Pictures ~

Links to: Pet Information ~ Our Newsletter ~ Behavioural Issues ~ Microchipping
Check it Out!

Product Focus-In Store
New collars and Leads in store NOW!!!
Dog Rocks:

When placed in your dog’s water bowl they may help reduce those nasty burn
patches on your lawn which are caused by your loving pet taking a pee.

Aquadent:

They’ll Lap It Up!

Does your pet suffer from bad breath, gum disease or dental decay?

Aquadent helps to improve bad breath when used daily and helps maintain healthy
gums after dental surgery/scaling increasing the time between treatments.

Just add it to your pet’s water!!!!

. Joint Guard:

int Guans
*% B I

Nature Vet Joint Guard is a new product that maintains healthy joints in aging dogs,
dogs that have experienced an injury or who are generally over-active.

It contains purified Glucosamine hydrochloride which is the raw material for new cartilage

growth, as well as an easy-to-absorb form of Chondroitin Sulfate which helps reduce ongoing
cartilage damage.

Joint Guard is also the only product for dogs that contains MSM. It is an ideal option for all joint

problems including prevention in younger dogs. This product has a complimentary effect when
used in association with Cartrophen Arthritis treatment.



*A dog's heart beats 70 to 120 times a
minute... a human heart beats 70 to 80 times

a minute.
*Dogs are not born knowing the words "Sit", "Down", "Stay".

*Dachshunds were bred to fight badgers in their dens.

*Dalmatian puppies are usually pure white when born.

. *A frightened dog puts its tail between its legs to cover the

« scent glands in the anal area. Since the anal glands carry

. personal scents that identify individual dogs, this behaviour is
: the canine equivalent of insecure humans hiding their faces.
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*Dogs can see colour but it is not as vivid as the colour hu-
mans see. Dog colour is similar to what we see at twilight.
*The smallest dog in history was a tiny Yorkie from Black-
burn, England. At two years of age and fully grown, this little
canine was an amazing 6.35cm tall by 9.5cm long and 113gms.
*Most domestic dogs are able to reach speeds of 30.5kms

per hour, when running flat out. The greyhound, the king of
canine speedsters, is capable of reaching speeds of up to

64kms per hour!

A Warm Welcome to Goolwa Veterinary Services

Robyn Sutton and Max, Joyce Skinner and Kiwi, Jill Masters and
Bella, Philip Reiman and Shepi, Peta Imbrogno and Chico, Dustin
Hirst and Charlie, Mary Akkerman and Tosca, Christine Galler
and Schnitzel, Lorraine Cantlon and Jack, Taylos Bunce and

Casper, Andrew Daly and Cruz, Zar Brooks and Maddison, Rob

Simmons and Chloe, Lorraine Phillis and Ollie, Leonie Lloyd-Smith
and Ping Ping, Bill & Betty Thomas and Banjo, Alison Adair and Bella, Amanda Ward and Patchy, Jane
Sanbell and Tyson, Sharlene Potts and Smokey, Philip Cartledge and Tessa, Kelly Burns and Charley,
Kenvyn Astley and Gizmo, Steve Phillips and Maverick, Michelle Muldowney and Jeda, Justin & Yve
Camino and Lucy & Sasha, Brad & Jennifer Evitts and Cally & Odie, Robert White and Nudge,
Alexander Smith and Tanos, Jan Curzon and Rubix, Cathryn Pedler and Charlie & Ruby, Lyn Roe and

Samantha, Ken & Maureen Brown and Kitty, Alan Langham and Loosie, Wendy Hassel and Holly,

Teresa Hudson and Bailey, Nick Dougmore and Opti!




