Counter Surfing & Thieving Dogs

Trudi Waller ~ Clever Paw’s Dog Training Services
Ph. 8554 2849 or 0414 812 540

or Trudi is available to discuss any problems on Wanesdays and Fridays at the Goolwa
Veterinary Centre, 19 Oliver St. Goolwa

Ph. 8555 1666

The principles outlined in this handout are intendel as a general guide only. If your dog has

shown aggressive behaviour toward you, your familgr other people, you should speak with the
instructor listed at the top of this handout.

All dogs do it at some stage - whethergtsinter surfing the kitchen bench stealing the garbage,
begging, thieving items from around the house @nesnatching things from your hands.... they can't
help themselves....

It's important to recognize that this iparfectly natural behaviour for your dog - dogs are
scavengers from way back. This does not mean thdtave to simply accept the thieving problem
though. There are many strategies we can undeidgkevent items from ever being stolen or to
rectify an existing thieving problem.

Apart from food stealing being an extremely anngyamd frustrating habit for your dog to develop, it
is alsopotentially a very dangerous ondthieving something poisonous, a sharp item occkimay over
boiling saucepan).

Hey "Spot" Are You Looking For Something?



Why Do Our Dogs Steal Things Anyway?

There arenany reasonswhy your dog may be stealing food and other hooisekems. Take a look
through this list to determine your dog's spedifigger or reason:

Stealing food and other items is@f rewarding behaviour. What this means is that when
your dog steals something the consequence isahathing pleasurable/desirable occurs. This
could be something like getting to eat the fooghe/has stolen or receiving attention from
you. This is a bad situation for us dog owners bsedhehieving behaviour is being
rewarded and therefore reinforcedeach time your dog steals something. This meaidtib
behaviour is highly likely to continue and mostIpably get worse in the future.

Some dogs steal items of food simply becabeg don't know any better - they have never
been properly taught that it is inappropriate béhav

The thieving may be symptom of canine separation anxiety Dogs will often steal things
like socks or shoes which have the scent of thecowrey are missing on them.

Many dogs use their thieving as a tacticdoeive attention from you They learn that as soon
as they pick up a shoe or cushion it gets you &selafter them - a fun game!

If you don't leave somiasty chew toysaround for your dog it is highly likely that theyll

find something else to chew on - like your expeasiy.

Obviouslyif your dog is hungry he is far more likely to scavenge (counter swif)fdod on
bench tops and tables.

A lack of adequate obedience trainingan lead to this type of behavioural problem. Yoog
may not respect you or may see himself as abovénythe family pack hierachy. This means
that he will feel free and even entitled to helm&elf to anything around the house.
Boredom and a lack of exercisean lead to more thieving as well as many othbabieur
problems.

A young puppy who iget to learn proper household etiquettds not equipped to be left
alone around food and other dangerous chewabls.item

What Can We Do To Stop The Thieving!

The answer to this is not clear cut and you willqably need to do more than one thing. What you
need to do isletermine the reasorfor your dog's stealing habit and then come up ait action plan
to put a stop to it.

Here are some general tipshielp stop counter surfingand other stealing behaviour. We can all put
these general strategies to work right now:

Management - Keep food and other items out of reachprevention is always the best option
in dog training. This includes things like cleariatjbench tops and locking garbage bins. By
doing this you are removing the thing that is matiivg and then reinforcing your dog's stealing
habit.

Supervision is the keyto correcting a thieving dog. When you are pregentcan provide

your dog with instant feedback regarding his betaviThis includes both positive and
negative feedback.

Only everfeed your dog from his dinner bowlor as a reward during obedience training
sessions. This means never throwing scraps todagifrom you dinner plate or when you are
preparing your dinner.

Provide your dog with loads ghysical and mental stimulationthroughout the day. Nice

long walks on the leash, fun games like hide aet# sed somebedience trainingre all great
for this purpose.

Neverchase, yell, hit or give attentiorto your dog when he steals an item - this is the
response he wants from you!

Always reward desirable behaviour If your dog is sitting calmly on his bed whileware
preparing your dinner praise and reward him witasty treat. This is really an obedience




training exercise so it's ok to give your dog aasin this situation. When a dog is rewarded,
that behaviour is reinforced and is likely to cang in the future (which is what you want in
this example).

Strategies To Stop Your Dog From Thieving

Depending on the specific thieving problem you wodr dog have you can pick out one or more of
these methods to help. Continue to implement tinergd points listed above and then add one or more
of the specific strategies listed below. Good lu¢kn sure you'll get the results you are after.

1. Obedience training is tHeey to preventing and solving most behavioural prolems - including
counter surfing and other thieving behaviour. Stwasic obedience training will also build respeat an
strengthen the bond you and your dog share. Trgdlgeobedience training command “leaveé tit!

help stop the stealing in its tracks

2. Ask for an alternate behaviour from your dog tuaiions where he may be tempted to steal.
Use a command such &n your mat” or ‘on your bed’ and teach them to go to a certain
mat that can then be moved to where you want thgabe. Make this spot the most special
and appealing place in the whole house. If youlgstone right your dog will spend a lot of
time in this spot!

By handling the situation properly, you can moré&kjy teach your dog to play more appropriate
games. Following is a 12 step program, designéxtlip dogs give up a life of crime:

« 1. Puppy proof- Tidy up so there’s less for yourtpesteal.

2. Move slowly- If you chase your dog, you're irethame. Instead, walk calmly and use
assertive body language.

- 3. Do obedience- Basic commands, such as “sit,ivfdcand “stay” can go a long way to earn
your dog'’s respect.

« 4. Provide toys- In a variety of different texturéshe gets bored with them, rotate them once
in a while by keeping some available and somedalanet to switch up.

« 5. Make sure the toys are available- If the togsiaithe living room but your dog is gated into
the kitchen, it's no wonder he’s stealing the kitcliowel. Bring them into whatever room your
pet is spending time in.

» 6. Correct and replace- When your dog steals sanggttell him “Leave it,” and replace with a
dog toy. (Do not chase him) Praise lavishly whenttly is in his mouth, “Good dog.”

- 7. Set him up- Actually practice not stealing 6téfith your dog on leash and the items out of
reach, lay out a bunch of items such as socks,teecamtrols, etc. When your dog looks like
he’s planning on shatching something, say “leaVédlding onto the leash so he can't
actually get the items. When he stops paying attetid them and looks back at you, praise
lavishly and have a game or give them somethingtkiey can have.

- 8. Teach self-discipline- Practice obedience conuaaparticularly the “down/stay” with the
items in easy reach. Praise your dog for coexistiitig them but not taking them.

« 9. Do not give “people items”- Such as old slippetsldren’s stuffed animals, etc. To your
dog, they smell like “the humans’ stuff,” and itabnost impossible for them to understand that
it's okay to play with the old slippers but not thew.



« 10. Exercise- A tired dog is a good dog. Be surgite your pet plenty of exercise: physically,
through walks and playing, and mentally throughdiéece training. This will help reduce the
urge to create his own activities due to boredom.

- 11. Maintain a sense of humour- After all, a pupg puppy and their antics can either make

you laugh or drive you insane. Try to keep perspecto what you have to do to work on it
and don't forget to enjoy your dog along the way!
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